Opera Viva!

 Bravo Club 
Experience the world of Italian opera in

Verona, Italy
Explore the rich cultural and musical heritage of the region
while observing and participating in the
development of young artists on their journey
to becoming tomorrow’s opera stars

Summer 2018

www.italyoperaviva.com/bravo-club
Session A

June 24 – June 30, 2018

Session B

July 1 – July 7, 2018

Session C

July 22 – July 28, 2018

Session D

July 29 – August 4, 2018

Contact us at info@italyoperaviva.com

Opera Viva!


Bravo Club



Come to Verona with the Opera Viva! Bravo Club to:

Enjoy spectacular opera productions under the stars
at the world famous Arena di Verona
 Explore the rich cultural and musical heritage
of the Veneto region
 Observe and support the early development of
young singers who may be tomorrow’s opera stars!

Join us in Summer 2018
© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart
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Visit Fair Verona
The setting of three Shakespeare plays, Verona’s
beauty and artistic heritage make it one of the most
popular tourist destinations in northern Italy. With its
roots in ancient Rome, Verona is home to the only
coliseum, l’Arena di Verona, still in public use. Each
summer l’Arena hosts an opera festival and presents
Italian opera on a scale rarely achieved anywhere else
in the world. Explore the numerous Romanesque,
Gothic and Renaissance churches; walk in the
footsteps of Dante Alleghieri; sigh like Romeo under
Juliet’s balcony; shop Piazza Erbe’s fruit stalls, stroll
across the Castelvecchio bridge; explore the vineyards
of Soave and the surrounding countryside; and be
transported on a summer’s evening by
magnificent opera productions under the stars.
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BRAVO CLUB ACTIVITIES INCLUDES:
✓ A welcome Prosecco reception
✓ Daily participation in Opera
Viva! students’ classroom
activities as they study Italian
language, performance master
classes and operatic content (all
lectures and instruction are in
English)
✓ Observation of students’ private
voice lessons
✓ Lectures on history of Italian opera, Italian art song, and a preview
lecture of the opera you will attend at l’Arena di Verona
✓ One performance at l’Arena di Verona
✓ One Opera Viva! student concert
✓ Walking tour of Verona
✓ ½ day Verona excursion (see page 6)
✓ Daily breakfast at the Residence all’Adige
✓ One group dinner
Opt
Optional add-ons include:
✓ A private voice lesson with an
Opera Viva! voice teacher
✓ A Saturday day-long excursion
through the wine country of
Verona or to Lago di Garda

© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart

BRAVO CLUB WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES*

A.M.

P.M.

SUNDAY

Bravo Clubbers arrive in
Verona
Check-in after 1 pm

Welcome Prosecco
Reception

MONDAY

Opera Viva! classroom
activity

Guided walking tour of
Verona

TUESDAY

Opera Viva! classroom
activity

Lecture: preview of the
opera performance at
l’Arena di Verona

WEDNESDAY

Opera Viva! classroom
activity

Verona
excursion

THURSDAY

Opera Viva! classroom
activity

Opera performance at
l’Arena di Verona 9 pm

FRIDAY

Opera Viva! classroom
activity

Group activity:
“Diva for a Day!”
& Bravo Club dinner

SATURDAY

Free day for optional tour
of wine country, Venice
or Lake Garda resort

Opera Viva! student
concert (evening)

* Scheduling and sequence of events subject to change
© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart
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BRAVO CLUB HALF DAY EXCURSIONS
Bravo Club attendees may choose one of these options
for the included half-day Verona excursion.

Italian Cooking Class
Learn the secrets of Italian cuisine during our handson cooking class Verona at a cooking school in the
Verona city center. With an experienced and
passionate local chef, you will literally put your hands
into the flour to prepare handmade pasta or sweet
desserts. Enjoy a family atmosphere class with a final
shared meal, while tasting some local Valpolicella
wine. This is the perfect way to familiarize yourself
with what Italians eat for lunch!

Amarone Wine Trail Tour
A tour of the Valpolicella valley in an air-conditioned
minivan with a local expert guide. The trip includes
vineyard visits, sommelier-guided exploration of two
wineries, tasting at both wineries, and a Veronese
lunch.

Guided Tour of Sirmione, Lake Garda
Lake Garda (Lago di Garda) is Italy’s largest lake.
Travel by air-conditioned minivan with a local guide
to this popular holiday destination, just an from
Verona. On this tour you’ll visit one of Lake Garda’s
most beautiful villages, Sirmione and its peninsula.
Note: some of the half-day excursions require a minimum number of attendees,
so all options may not be available depending upon demand.
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2018 BRAVO CLUB SESSIONS
Session A Sunday June 24 – Saturday June 30, 2018
Session B Sunday July 1 – Saturday July 7, 2108
Session C Sunday July 22 – Saturday July 28, 2018
Session D Sunday July 29 – Saturday August 4, 2018
Each week-long sessions runs from Sunday
evening through Saturday night. You will arrive
on Sunday and depart the following Sunday
morning.

Accommodation
Opera Viva! students, faculty and staff reside
and study at the Residence All’Adige in Verona:
modern, air-conditioned apartments , a short
bus ride from the historic city center. Bravo Club
participants are encouraged to stay at the
Residence at these rates:
• $350/person double occupancy for 7 nights
accommodation (Sunday through Saturday),
including breakfast
• $450/person single occupancy for 7 nights
(Sunday- Saturday), including breakfast
If you choose, Verona has numerous hotels in all
price ranges and you may make other
arrangements. Please check for options here:
http://www.tourism.verona.it/en/accommodation.
© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart
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BRAVO CLUB PRICING AND DEADLINES
Program Pricing
• $695 per person includes program fees, welcome reception, breakfast,
lectures, opera ticket to a performance at Arena di Verona, ticket to
student performance, a Verona excursion, group dinner.
• Accommodation, optional excursion and other meals not included.
• Flights and transfers not included.
Accommodation
Bravo Club participants are encouraged to stay with the Opera Viva!
faculty and students at the Residence all’Adige at these rates:
• $350/person double occupancy for 7 nights accommodation (Sunday
through Saturday), including breakfast
• $450/person single occupancy for 7 nights (Sunday- Saturday),
including breakfast
Program + Accommodation Single Occupancy

$1,145 per person

Program + Accommodation Double Occupancy $1,045 per person

NON-REFUNDABLE
DEPOSIT of $500
DUE MARCH 31, 2018
PAYMENT IN FULL
DUE MAY 15, 2018
8

The Arena of Verona
l’Arena di Verona

Each summer, Verona is home to a world-renowned opera festival in
the Arena, the only ancient Roman amphitheater still in public use.
Opera lovers sit under the stars and enjoy spectacular productions
on a scale rarely seen anywhere else in the world.
The Arena di Verona Opera Festival 2018 will present these
productions:
Bizet’s Carmen
Verdi’s Aida
Puccini’s Turandot
Verdi’s Nabucco
Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia
The Bravo Club opera performance will depend on your session.
Please check the Arena’s official web site for the full calendar if you
are interested in purchasing tickets to other productions during your
week with the Opera Viva! Bravo Club. www.arena.it/en
© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart
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Meet Opera Viva!
Bravo Club members’ days are filled with opera and Italian
culture. Each morning you observe our young artists’ morning
classes as they study with a world-class faculty of voice teachers,
vocal coaches and stage directors. Your afternoons are filled with
lectures and excursions to explore the rich cultural and musical
heritage of Verona and the surrounding countryside.
Opera Viva! serves university aged and graduate students from
around the world with personalized instruction and performance
opportunities. Our mission is that our young artists leave us
after three weeks a better performer than they were when they
arrived. Past Opera Viva! graduates include soprano Teresa
Castillo (a 2016 participant in San Francisco Opera’s Merola
Program), countertenor Justin Kim, and soprano Laura McLean.

© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart
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Opera Viva!
Bravo Club Application
Last Name
First Name
Country of residence
Phone number (incl.
country code)
Email address
Mailing Address

Number of opera fans
registering
Attendee Name(s)

Session (choose 1)

Session A June 24 – June 30, 2018

Session B July 1 – July 7, 2018
Session C July 22 – July 28, 2018
Session D July 29 – August 4, 2018

Space is extremely limited! Submit your application today and
secure your place by submitting payment in full.

Apply now! Space is limited!
www.italyoperaviva.com/bravo-club/
Email us at info@italyoperaviva.com
Follow us on Facebook: Italy Opera Viva!
© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart
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About

Opera Viva!

2018 is the tenth joyous year for our program for young artists
and opera lovers in Verona, Italy. Founded by Dr. Madelyn
Spring Gearheart, Opera Viva! is dedicated to
• the pedagogy of opera studies, giving students the tools
they need to advance to the next level of their career
preparation
• providing curriculum enrichment, rejuvenation and
networking opportunities for collegiate opera instructors
• bringing lovers of opera and Italian culture to Verona to
see the sights, tastes the tastes and participate in the
opera world through touring the region, seeing worldclass performances at l’Arena di Verona, and supporting
the development of young artists at the onset of their
careers.
Opera Viva
P.O. Box 177
Hampton, NH 03843
info@italyoperaviva.com
Find us on Facebook: Opera Viva Italy
© 2018 Madelyn Gearheart
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